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“Je ne suis pas ce que je vois, je suis ce que je veux.” (QRY)
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Immanence: A Life [...]

Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995) (143-154)

Trans. Jamal Naim

Deleuze expounds upon the transcendental field as being distinguished from
the experience; it neither refers to an object, nor does it belong to a subject. It is,
therefore, a very pure plane of immanence, for it eludes all transcendence, that of
the object and the subject as well. Pure immanence is life, and nothing else than
life. A life that is no longer dependent on a being, and that never submits to an act.
Therefore, the transcendent field is plotted by the plane of immanence, and the
plane of immanence, in turn, is plotted by [ife.

Key terms: Deleuze; plane of immanence; transcendental field; consciousness;
the transcendent and transcendental.
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Intuition vs. Reason: Remarks upon Philosophy and Poetry

Muhammad Ali Shamseddine (129-141)

Whilst Arabs were, throughout history, distinguished in both the Qur’an and poetry
that were at variance due to certain Qur’anic contexts that bear the poet as an opposite
to the prophet, Muslim Sufis were vigilant to the inward shades and dimensions
engrained in the Qur’an, which they deemed as quintessential subject in their poetry
and ecstatic paradoxes (shatah). Hence, the two truths, poetic and philosophical, are a
manifestation of but a metaphysical disguise. As the philosophical language provides
an intellectual bliss, the artistic language, however, wanders oft towards wonder.
Along these lines, the philosophical text inherently differs from the poetic qua their
very approach and implication in their quest towards the hidden or the invisible.

Key terms: Poetry; philosophy; bliss; wisdom; certitude; intuition.
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P. Bouédron, Doctrines psychologiques de Saint Grégoire de Nysse (Nantes:
Imprimerie H. Charpentier, 1861).

Panthée: Religious Transformations in the Graeco-Roman Empire, L. Bricault
and C. Bonnet (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2013).
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Papers and Studies

The Soul in Saint Gregory of Nyssa

Goerges Kawwam (115-127)

Saint Paul Institute — Beirut

The soul, in its very nature, embraces a divine firebrand, for the divine is its very
source. Upon its very creation, a kind of communion springs out amongst the very
soul and the abode thereof. That human soul, further, cultivates upon the real and
good: the real that ever purifies its continual chivalry to reach upon its archetype,

and the good that cultivates in its spiritual weave an inclination towards the perfect

and beneficial that satisfies its very nature. The soul has a transcendent origin
unlike other bodily faculties. Hence, this source, as Saint Gregory puts, engenders
from the divine, for it resembles God, and created on the divine image.

161

Key terms: Saint Gregory of Nyssa; body; nature; imago Dei; divine knowledge;
life and death.
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The Dialects of Pain
Samir Kheireddin (101-112)

Sapiential Knowledge Institute — Beirut

To bring about a clear understanding of pain, one should not expound upon pain
qua pain. Rather pain should be cultivated for one to fathom what transcends it.
Pain manifests in the human self, in which it is naturally engrained. It is the very
same pain that afflicts the human of the past, present, and future. By and large, it
is inevitable that pain and feeling per se are concomitant: inasmuch as feeling is
not actualized, pain would not be brought about as well. Along these lines, pain
is associated with the feeling of the moment; however, that moment qua moment
would be normative in the geneses of the human.

Key terms: Self; nature and pain; patience; grief; faith; ghayb (Unseen) and
sensible; an-nash’ah; Tafsir al-Mizan.
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The Concept of Pain in Ethics
Hasan Rida (91-100)

Lebanese University

Painisa central theme amid the sphere of human concerns as per the very individual
and community both, upon approaching the principles of ethics in eastern and
western philosophies equally, as it is an inevitable, tenable factor in the arching
the ethical thinking. Pain thereby arches and forms the very principle of ethics.
When ethical principles were dressed with a firm metaphysical mantle upon the
medieval era, they clung to an established doctrinal system that deemed pleasure
and pain as being outside the sphere of matter, qua matter. Whereas certain oriental
philosophies plotted schemas for salvation as per the very individual, western
philosophies theorized for the canonization of salvation qua its communal aspect,
to envisage accordingly individual ethics unto the context of community.

Key terms: Virtue; pleasure; 'Ibn Miskawayh; Schopenhauer; ethics; happiness;
existence; knowledge.
References

A. Schopenhauer, al-‘Alam ’Iradah wa-Tamaththul, trans. Sa‘id Tawfik, ed.
Fatimah Mas‘ad (Cairo: al-Majlis al-’A‘la li-ath-Thaqafah, al-Mashra‘ al-
Qawmi li-at-Tarjamah, 2006).

‘Abd ar-Rahman Badawi, Mawsi‘at al-Falsafah, 1 edn. (Qum: Mansharat
Dhawi al-Qurba, 2006).

E. Kant, Naqd al-Aql al-‘Amali, trans. Muhammad ’Ahmad ash-Shibani, 1
edn. (Beirut: Dar al-Yaqazah al-‘Arabiyyah, 1970).

,’Usus Metafiziqa al-’Akhlaq, trans. Muhammad Fathi ash-
Shunayti, 1** edn. (Beirut: Dar an-Nahdah al-‘Arabiyyah, 1970).

Fuad Kamil, al-Fard fi Falsafat Shupenhawir (Cairo: al-Hay’ah al-Masriyyah
li-al-Kitab, 1991).

H. Spencer, Principes de psychologie, trans. Th. Ribot and A. Espinas (Paris:
Félix Alcan, 1982).

"Ibn Miskawayh, Tahdhib al-’Akhlaq wa-Tathir al-’A‘raq, ed. ‘Imad Hilal, 1+
edn. (Qum: Tali‘at an-Nir, 2005).

J. P. Sartre, al-Wujiid w-al-‘Adam, trans. ‘Abd ar-Rahman Badawi, 1% edn.
(Beirut: Dar al->Adab, 1996).

Al-Mahajja Issue 30 | Winter - Spring 2015 | 164



ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

165

’Akbar al-Ghafari (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub al-"Islamiyyah, 1367 H.S.).
, 'Usil al-Kafi, ed. ‘Ali ’Akbar al-Ghafari (Tehran: Dar al-Kutub

al-’Islamiyyah, 1365 H.S.).

Muhammad Jawad al-Balaghi, ar-Rihlah al-Madrasiyyah (Beirut: Dar az-
Zahra’ li-at-Tiba‘ah w-an-Nashr, 1993).

Muhammad Baqir al-Majlisi, Bihar al-’Anwar, ed. Muhammad Baqir al-
Bahbudi (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Wafa’, 1983).

Al-Mahajja Issue 30 | Winter - Spring 2015



ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

Pain: a Divine Action and a Human Ascension

Ali al-Musawi (79-89)

Al-Mustafa International University - Beirut

It is inevitable that there is a kind of relation among the body and soul, for the
soul recognizes the body, embracing pain and affliction that befall upon the very
body. It has been a matter of consensus amongst some scholars that pain per se
is characterized by two folds: (1) being a divine action decreed upon humans,
depriving them from welfare and pleasure, thereby expounding upon pain from
the perspective of the divine justice; and (2) being inflicted upon humans to acquire
ascension and cultivate their very human essence. In this vein, pain becomes
a divine grace, transcending humans, qua humans, towards their primordial
perfection.

Key terms: Divine justice; divine wisdom; good and evil; trials; compensation.
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Ancient Myths: The Significance of Rite and Ritual in the Philosophy of Pain
Ahmad Majed (55-77)

Sapiential Knowledge Institute — Beirut

Rituals have a presence per se amid this world, for they represent a certain aspect of
the human being. Rituals vary as per different founding cultural contexts. And they
further weave the very identity of human beings. Being a very act of communication,
ritual practices aim at creating a unique collective experience, to reify certain ideas
presented in the collective mind of the community. As such, rituals symbolize what
is implicit and engrained. Whereas rituals are analogues to the written, then myths
constitute the verbal facets per se. They are both concomitant as to plot the very
incident, to constitute therefore but a complete unit. From the rituals imparted
with pain, relations engender bringing about the belonging of the individual to the
community.

Key terms: Myths; pain; rituals; rites; collective imaginary; memory; the sacred.

References

‘Abd al-Basit Sida, Min al-Wa'T al-‘Ustari “ila Bidayat at-Tafkir al-Falsaft, 1#
edn. (Damascus: Dar al-Hasad, 1995 H).

‘Abd al-Hamid Yunus, “al-Fulklar w-al-Mithalajya,” ‘Alam al-Fikr, 3:1 (Kuwait:
al-Majlis al-Watani li-ath-Thaqafah, 1072).

Al-Khalil b. ’Ahmad al-Farahidi, Kitab al-‘Ayn, ed. Mahdi al-Makhzami and
"Ibrahim as-Samira’i, 2" edn. (Qum : Dar al-Hijra, 1409 H.).

Al-"Ustarah Tawthiq Hadari, qism ad-Dirasat w-al-Buhith, Jam‘iyyat at-Tajdid
ath-Thaqafi (Bahrain - Damascus: Dar Kiwan, 2009).

B. Malinowski, Myth in Primitive Psychology (London, 1926).

C. G. Jung, The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious (London: Routledge
and Kegan Paul, 1969).

Claude Levi Strauss, al-’Ustirah w-al-Ma‘nd, trans. Shukri ‘Abd al-Hamid,
revised by ‘Azizah Hamzah, 1* edn. (Baghdad: Dar ash-Shu’tin ath-Thaqafiyyah
al-‘Amabh, 1986).

D. Oswald, Dire et ne pas dire (Paris: Herman, 1972).
E. Fromm, Psychanalyse et religion (Paris, 1968).

E. Goftman, La Mise en scéne de la vie quotidienne, trad. par A. Kihm (Paris: les

Al-Mahajja Issue 30 | Winter - Spring 2015 | 168



ENGLISH ABSTRACTS

Pain in Christian Literature

Cyril Salim Bustros (45-54)
Melkite Greek Catholic Archeparchy of Beirut and Byblos - Beirut

Pain is a part of the human life, a part qua part of its entity and nature, for the
human is a spiritual bodily being. Humans are distinguished with a two fold
aspect: the inward and outward. Along these lines, the pain that befalls the inward
aspect, qua feelings per se, is far deep vis-a-vis the pain that inflicts the very body.
Pain is hardly seen as a divine retribution. Rather, it is, in particular, a symbol of
the limitedness and weakness per se of the human being. Upon dealing with the
treatise of pain, one should expound upon the very pain, qua pain, but rather as it
is a symbol of weakness and limitedness both. Further, the stance of the merciful
human being before the suffering other manifests the very divine glory and love.
It is then through baptism that Christians partake in the journey of Jesus through
life, death, and resurrection, initiating from the resurrection of Jesus inasmuch as it
is a very victory over death and pain. The biggest pain, however, lies in holding not
our egoism so dear, to acquire, accordingly, the victory of resurrection.

Key terms: Human nature; time; limitedness; love; Irmago Die; redemption;
hope; logos.
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Towards a Philosophical - Mystic Approach to the Concept of Pain in Islamic
Thought

Hasan Badran (17-43)

Sapiential Knowledge Institute — Beirut

Pain as per the Islamicintellectual tradition examined manya consideration through
which the pure status of existence intertwines with the pure status of knowledge, or
it may diverge either, for pain was deemed as being a mere qualified conscious that
belongs to the potentialities of the body and the sensible qualities thereof. Hence,
pain was excluded from ruling, effective circles. It was then regarded as a defect
transcending man’s body. Pain was also dismissed, as per mainstream philosophical
tradition, from the circle of being, so that to be established in the circle of evil
nothingness, leading to conceptual confusions at the heart of the very concept of
pain. It was doomed to negativeness, inasmuch it is of no effectiveness upon man’s
life. Nonetheless, sustainable efforts were devoted to reestablish the very identity of
pain, within a frame that manifests the representations thereof engrained in man’s
psychological, intellectual, and physical capacities. Such attempts introduced a
mystic approach (to pain) imparted with a spiritual hue, embraced with mercy, and
attracted by the pain of detachment, and longing towards the return to early roots.

Key terms: Psyche quality; philosophical truth; being and nothingness; the
pain of detachment; mercy; Muhammad ‘Ali ash-Shah *Abads; al-’Imam al-
Khumayni.
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The Position of Pain in the Philosophy of Civilization
Hasan Jaber (9-15)

The Lebanese University — Saida

By and large, pain is imparted with positivity before pleasure or happiness that
embrace negativity. The very first pain engrains in the soul an impetus; and it,
further, stimulates the intellect to scrutinize the world, whilst out of pleasure
reliance and compliance spring out. Pain per se has a multi-facets: the material and
spiritual pain, and the pain of knowledge. These diverse, intertwined hues of pain
contribute in arching the civilization, in a manner that such facets could not be
separated one from another.

Key terms: Civilization; anxiety; pleasure; intellect; freedom.
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and (2) human ascension towards perfection. Whilst Hasan Rida contemplates
in the position of pain in arching ethics, Samir Kheirreddin, on the other hand,
expatiates upon pain qua pain, inasmuch as it is a feeling of the very moment: the
moment that would be normative in the genesis of man.

In the segment “Papers and Studies,” three different subjects are studied. In
the very first paper, Georges Khawwam deals with concept of the soul in Saint
Gregory of Nyssa, shedding light on its nature, source, and relation with the body.
Muhammad Ali Shamseddine then proposes remarks on (1) poetry inasmuch as
it is sensible pleasure, and (2) philosophy inasmuch as it provides an intellectual
pleasure; yet both are a manifestation of but a one metaphysical truth. In the third
paper, we present a translation for Gilles Deleuze’s “Immanence: a life [...],” in
which he outlines his concept of immanence inasmuch as it is a life and nothing
other than life.
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The Issue

It is quaint to expound upon the very question of pain, as though you are plotting
a sort of illumination that would unfold following undermining hardships that are
all at variance.

As if the clay engrained in man’s body is in need for an injury to reveal what is
engrained in. Such pain would then attack you to introduce you unto light out of
the darkness of your clay, to reach upon very illumination.

In order to branch off your clay you need an injury that begets in your self
a communion following separation, to transcend the very body towards what is
higher. Pain as such has an aim. It is the very injury that renders man awake afar
from heedlessness, bringing him towards communion. This is the very notion of
trial that Allah expounded upon in the Qur’an, declaring “We will surely test you
with a measure of fear and hunger and a loss of wealth, lives, and fruits; and give
good news to the patient”®

Hence, divergent are the opinions towards pain.

Hasan Jaber commences the Issue, writing upon the role pain occupies in
establishing civilizations. In the second paper, Hasan Badran suggests his twofold
approach towards pain, consisting of (1) a philosophical and (2) mystic aspects,
expounding upon the identity of pain qua pain, and the representations thereof.
Samir Bustros, however, plots the concept of pain inasmuch as it is a central part
of human nature as per Christian literature, whereby the glory of God manifests.

Ahmad Majed presents a reading in the position of pain in ancient myths that
vary from one culture to another, tackling the implications of rites and rituals in
the philosophy of pain. The fifth paper, by Ali al-Musawi, deals with the concept of
pain as per being (1) a divine action depriving humans from affluence and pleasure,

(1) Sarat al- Bagarah (The Heifer), v. 155. Cf, The Quran, With a phrase-by-phrase English
Translation, trans. ‘Ali Quli Qara’1 (London: ICAS Press, 2005).
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