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Oó©dG á«MÉààaG

ا تمثّل بانفتاح المؤسسات الحوزوية  ا فريدً ا فكريً شهد العالم الإسلامي في القرن العشرين حراكً
ا طبيعيًا لاجتياح  على أنظومات الفكر المناوئ - الغربي منه أو العربي -، وقد كان هذا الانفتاح أثرً
بعض المدارس المادية واللادينية للساحة الفكرية في بلاد المسلمين، نتيجة إرهاصات سياسية 
تاريخية لا مجال لبسطها، حيث كان لهذا التحول آثاره الهادمة لبنية المجتمع الإسلامي، فتنطّح 
النظرية  الطروحات  ومواجهة  الدين  تعاليم  عن  للدفاع  العلمية  الحوزات  أساتذة  بعض  ذاك  إذ 
اد هذا الحراك بخلفيات التأصيل الفكري  لتلك المدارس. وقد لزم في هذا المسعى أن يتمسك روّ
التي توفرها الحوزة من جهة، وبميسم الاجتهاد الفكري الذي يتخطى السائد من المعالجة ويفتح 
ا على دافع الخوض في  رً ا علميةً جديدة من جهة أخر￯، بحيث يضحي المفكر متوفّ للعاقلة آفاقً

حقول وميادين جديدة ولكن برؤية ونفس أصيل ورؤيوي.
المنظومة  أعني  وبالداخل  الداخل،  علماء  نقودات  من  تنجُ  لم  الزمرة  هذه  مساعي  ولكن 
الإسلامية، لأنه إن كان من خطير الادّعاء القول إن ارتكان الفلسفة إلى مقولات الدين - أي دين 
كان - هو عامل إقصاء لحيوية تلك الفلسفة وتحديدٍ لمدياتها الغائية في استقراء الوجود، فإن 
الأخطر منه ادّعاء أن الفلسفة ومطالبها علوم غريبة عن الدين، مشوهة لصورته وحقيقته، نازعة 

سمة القداسة والإلهية عنه. وهذان تياران كان على أصحاب التوجه المذكور التصدي لهما.
مة  العلاّ سنجد  فإننا  الحراك،  هذا  أعلام  لأهم  استشرافي  مسعًى  في  سنخوض  كنا  ولإن 
الطباطبائي على رأس قائمة أولئك العلماء، لما اضطلع به من دور مركزي في ذاك السياق. فقد 
سيما  لا  فيها،  ديني  هو  ما  لكل  بتر  عملية  نحو  فيه  تنحو  الفلسفة  كانت  عصر  في  الرجل  خرج 
إذ  فخرج  بالفلسفة،  مهتم  أو  مشتغل  لكل  إقصاء  نحو  تنحو  والحوزات  الإسلامي،  العالم  في 
ذاك ليعيد نسج خارطة العقل الإسلامي والفلسفي على حد سواء، مثبتًا - أو ساعيًا إليه بالحد 
به  يتعلّق  وما  الطبيعة،  وراء  ما  عالم  منه  تُغيّبُ  ا  واقعً تحاكي  أن  يمكن  لا  الفلسفة  أن  الأدنى - 
من مقولات الغيب والإلهام والشهود وغيرها، ومثبتًا من جهة أخر￯ أن الفهم الديني الحقيقي 
على  يكن  لم  ما  المتأخرة  الإنسانية  العاقلة  لهواجس  ا  ومعايشً حقيقةً  ا  منتجً يصبح  أن  يمكن  لا 
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اضطلاع بمقولات الفلسفة، باسطًا لوجهته فيها، ليعيد بذلك إرساء لُحمة بين هذين الحقلَين.
حيث  بمكان،  الإجحاف  من  يكون  قد  الحقل  بهذا  مة  للعلاّ المعرفي  الجهد  حصر  أن  إلا 
له  كان  فقد  الهجينة،  الطروحات  إزاء  في  المدافع  دور  مجرد  تتخطى  الرجل  عمل  مساحة  إن 
دور ريادي في التأسيس لإعادة تشكيل الرؤية الإسلامية حول االله والإنسان والعالم، وذلك عبر 
مها في سائر مجالات العلوم الدينية والعقلية، وإنجازاته التي يشهد له بها كل  إسهاماته التي قدّ
نفسها  القرآن  آيات  يعتمد  القرآن،  تفسير  في  ا  مستحدثً ا  منهجً االله -  رحمه  أرسى -  فقد  مطّلع؛ 
صدرا  لملا  الفلسفي  النظام  تقديم  إعادة  إلى  وسعى  كما  القرآني؛  النص  سائر  لتفسير  ا  منطلقً
الاعتبارية،  الإدراكات  حول  كبحثه  الجديدة  الإبداعات  بعض  إليه  ا  مضيفً جديدة،  بمرتكزات 
وطروحاته في نظرية المعرفة، وغيرها؛ كما وعمل على صياغة نسق عقائدي مواده اليقينيات من 
الإنسان  يقع  والولاية  العرفان  في  ا  بحوثً وقدم  كما  بالتلازم؛  الاستدلال  هيئته  وعناصر   القضايا 
التاريخ  في  مباحثه  إلى  ا  مضافً كله  ذاك  بالمطلق؛  علاقته  سياق  في  يُلحظ  موضوعيًا  أصلاً  فيها 

والسيرة.
ه إلى ما توفرت  وبذلك، فقد كان لهذا العالم قدم السبق على سائر علماء عصره، وهذا مردّ
عليه منظومته الفكرية من مميزات فريدة. فقد اتّسمت تلك الشخصية أولاً بالموسوعية والشمولية، 
ا في علوم  سً ا في الفلسفة والعقائد طويل باع في الفقه والأصول والحديث متمرّ حيث كان ضليعً
القرآن والتفسير محيطًا بحقول السيرة والتأريخ، إلى غير ذلك من المجالات؛ واتّمست شخصيته 
الطرح،  غزير  التناول  عميق  المجالات  تلك  من  واحد  كل  في  كان  حيث  والغزارة،  بالعمق  ثانيًا 
لبها  عن  عينه  ا  مغمضً منها  بالسطحي  يتلهى  فلا  فيها  المركوز  ويسائل  القضايا  دقائق  على  يقف 
ا في  ها؛ ثم اتّسمت شخصيته ثالثًا بالجدة والريادة، حيث كان في كل القضايا العلمية رائدً وأسِّ
في  الخوض  سبق  قد  يكن  لم  مفصلية  موضوعات  على  الفكر  آفاق  يفتح  الذي  الجديد  طرح 
في  الإنسان  عل  جُ حيث  الإنسانية،  الأصالة  لمفهوم  الإحيائية  بميسم  ا  رابعً واتّسمت  طرحها؛ 
وتخاض  الأفكار  ترتسم  وبلحاظه  المطالب  فروع  عليه  ترتكز  أصلاً  وفكره  الطباطبائي  فلسفة 
ا بالواقعية الموضوعية، حيث استندت معظم استدلالاته الفلسفية أو  النقاشات؛ واتّسمت أخيرً
العقائدية أو غيرها على أصول موضوعية هي القضايا اليقينية، وبهذا فإن طروحات الطباطبائي 
ا أو ذهنًا  موافقة لما بإزائها في الخارج، أي مطابقة للواقع ونفس الأمر، سواء كان الواقع خارجً

أو شيئًا غيرهما.
لفكر  المنظومية  والأسس  المرتكزات  أهم  استعادة  إلى  هذا  عددها  في  تعمد  إذ  والمحجة 
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مة الطباطبائي، فهذا مسعًى منها ينصبّ في سياق السعي إلى إعادة قراءة الذات بغية تكوين  العلاّ
صة، ذاك أن موضوع الهوية مماسّ ولصيق بموضوع الثقافة ودورها  هوية إسلامية أصيلة ومشخّ
مة الطباطبائي، الذي جعل التوحيد  ا مع ثقافة كتلك التي أرساها العلاّ في بناء الذات، خصوصً
ا دارت حوله كل طروحاته، واتخذ القرآن قاعدةً ارتكز إليها في كل فتوحاته العلمية؛ ونحن  محورً

اليوم أحوج ما نكون إلى هذه الاستعادة.
نشر  إلى  المحجة  من  قادمة  أعداد  في  سيصار  أنه  إلى  العجالة  هذه  في  الإشارة  يفوتنا  ولا 
أبحاث علمية تقع في إطار مشروع فكري ينطلق من نفس التوجيه المذكور أعلاه، يعمل الباحثون 
مة الطباطبائي الفلسفي بالاستناد إلى كتابه نهاية الحكمة،  خلاله على بناء نظام منهجي لفكر العلاّ

فيضحي هذا العدد بمثابة مقدمة لمشروع بحثي طويل تباشره المحجة في أعدادها القادمة.

Oó©dG ™e

يُستفتح العدد بورقة بحثية لشفيق جرادي يقدم فيها رؤيةً تأسيسيةً لمفهوم العبودية كما يطرحها 
ا  الطباطبائي، يُر￯ إلى الإنسان «العبد» فيها بما هو رابط ومظهر لحقيقة القيومية الإلهية، ممهدً
نطالع  ثم  الإسلام.  في  العبادة  مفهوم  عليه  يرتكز  قيمي  لنظام  نظري  أساس  طرح  إلى  ذلك  بعد 
مة الطباطبائي على برهان الصديقين  بعدها مقاربةً لمحمد ليغنهاوزن ينطلق فيها من حاشية العلاّ
كما طرحه صدر الدين الشيرازي في كتاب الأسفار والتي أرسى فيها أصالة الواقع، ليواجه - أي 

ليغنهاوزن - طروحات التيار الطبيعاني وبالتحديد آراء ويلارد كواين.
ثم نقف بعدها على طرح بحثي لحسن بدران يتمحور حول فهم الطباطبائي للإنسان تكون 
تحتها  وجودية  حقائق  على  دلالات  من  تختزنه  بما  للاعتباريات -  الطباطبائي  رؤية  فيه  الركيزة 

مة. - في سبيل إعادة تشريح البنية الإنسانية على أساس أنثروبولوجيا النفس والروح عند العلاّ
عند  ودورها  وماهيتها  اللغة  لمقولة  المعرفية  الأبعاد  ماجد  أحمد  مع  نستطلع  ذلك  بعد 
الطباطبائي، منتقلين منه إلى تناول مفردات اللسان والقول والكلام مع تفريق بينها، لنصل إلى 
واللغة  الكريم  القرآن  بين  الروابط  ببحث  المطاف  مختتمين  والفكر،  الكلام  بين  العلاقة  دراسة 

والفكر.
عند  العقائدي  الاستدلالي  المنهج  دراسة  على  الدين  خير  سمير  مع  ذلك  بعد  ونعبر 
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الطباطبائي والذي يرتكز بشكل أساس على السير التلازمي، مطالعين لأهم خصائص هذا السير، 
متعرضين بعدها لبعض صيغ تطبيق هذا السير على القضايا العقائدية. وننتقل بعدها إلى معالجة 
إبراهيم بدوي الذي يقدم قراءةً استشرافيةً حول مفهوم السعادة، باسطًا لأهم الآراء المطروحة في 
بًا البحث في وجهتين، أولاهما البحث في  مة ووجهته، مشعّ ا برأي العلاّ سياق معالجته، مختتمً

نفس معنى مفهوم السعادة، وثانيهما البحث في كيفية تحصيلها.
الواقعي  والمنهج  الفلسفة  أصول  كتاب  في  موجزةً  قراءةً  المطوري  مازن  لنا  م  يقدّ بعده  ثم 
مة الطباطبائي يقف فيها على كل مقالات الكتاب ليقدم الفكرة الأساس لكل منها، لاحظًا  للعلاّ
الطباطبائي. ونختتم  مة  فكر العلاّ في  الغربية  الفلسفة  منازل  أرضية لفهم  يشكل من  الكتاب بما 
المقدمة  في  العلمية  المنجزات  أهم  أشرفي  رضا  أمير  فيها  يبسط  بيبلوغرافية  بدراسة  عددنا 
وكتب  مؤتمرات  من  القرآن،  تفسير  في  الميزان  الشهير  وتفسيره  الطباطبائي  مة  العلاّ حول  إيران 

وطروحات وغيرها.
والحمد الله رب العالمين.

حسين السعلوك
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.        (*)
(1) Hamid Algar, “Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabatabaʾi: Philosopher, Exegete, 
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and Gnostic,” Journal of Islamic Studies, 17:3 (2006), 326-351.  
(1) Muhammad Legenhausen, “The Proof of the Sincere,” The Journal of Islamic Philosophy, 

vol. 1, no. 1 (2004), online at: http://www.muslimphilosophy.com/jip/jip.htm. 
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[ ] .              ( )
(2) Hamidreza Ayatollahy, Mulla Sadra's Seddiquin Argument for the Existence of god 

(Tehran: SIPRIn, 2005).
            .      (sake)  ( )
 ] ﴾﴾     ﴿   .(sake)      « »  

 :   [   
The Qurʾān, With a Phrase-by-Phrase English Translation, trans. ʿAlī Qulī Qarāʾī, 2nd 

2-Hashiya.indd   38 Oct/13/16   10:24 PM



٣٩ 2016 ∞jôN - ∞«°U | 31 Oó©dG

¿RhÉ¡æ¨«d ó qªfi

  « »            .( )

                 
 « »            .« »  
                  
 .       .          
           :       
          .    
      .( ) (Plato’s beard) «  »   ( )

               
       .      .    
 .             
  »                
           .     «
         .      

 .     
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             .    

(revised) edn. (London: ICAS Press, 2005): “[T]hose who are patient for the sake of 
their Lord’s pleasure.” [ ]
(1) Willard Van Orman Quine, Word and Object (Cambridge: MIT, 1960), 244f.

           .           »   ( )
          .          
      .              
                   

 .«           
 Willard Van Orman Quine, “On What There Is,” in From a Logical Point of View (New 
York: Harper and Row, 1963), pp. 1-2.  [ ] 
(3) Ibid., pp. 1-19.
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(1) Robert Merrihew Adams, Finite and Infinite Goods: A Framework for Ethics (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 15-28.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “Three Grades of Modal Involvement,” in The Ways of 
Paradox and Other Essays, revised and enlarged edition (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1976), pp. 158-175

(2) [Translator’s note]: See Harold Noonan, Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Kripke and 
Naming and Necessity (New York: Routledge, 2013), p. 41: 

          .      .       »
.«            .        

(3) Willard Van Orman Quine, Word and Object, op. cit., p. 22. 
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          (copy theory of language)  
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               .   
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   .            
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “The Scope and Language of Science,” in The Ways of 
Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., p. 232. 

(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Things and Their Place in Theories,” in Theories and 
Things (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981), p. 21.

(3) Willard Van Orman Quine, Word and Object, op. cit., p. 22.
(4)  Ibid., p. 161.
(5) Willard van Orman Quine, “On Mental Entities,” in The Ways of Paradox and Other 

Essays, op. cit., p. 225.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “The Scope and Language of Science,” in The Ways of 
Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., p. 229. 

(2) Tony Brueckner, “Brains in a Vat,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2004 
Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL= <http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2004/
entries/brain-vat/>.

(3) Hilary Putnam, Reason, Truth and History (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1981).
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(1) William P. Alston, A Realist Conception of Truth (Ithaca: Cornell, 1996), p. 18.
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 .«  »                .
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       .         
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(1) Muhammad Legenhausen, “Ibn Sina’s Arguments Against God being a Substance,” in 
Substance and Attribute: Western and Islamic Traditions in Dialogue, Christian Kanzian 
and Muhammad Legenhausen, eds. (Frankfurt: Ontos Verlag, 2007).

(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Speaking of Objects,” in Ontological Relativity and Other 
Essays (New York: Columbia University Press, 1969), pp. 1-25.
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.( )«          
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     .    «  »       
 6x  7x     .        
          .       
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          7*x  6*x    
      .«    »     
 7***x  6***x   7**x  6**x  7*x  6*x       
              .
    .        
    .3272 2x    3262x   «     » 

:   (  )     
.             .  

 .(  x ) 3272 2x        .  
.      .  

.             .  
.     .  

.(  x ) 3272 2x   .  

(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “On the Individuation of Attributes,” in Theories and Things, 
op. cit.

(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Speaking of Objects,” op. cit., p. 24.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “Things and Their Places in Theories,” in Theories and 
Things, op. cit.; Willard van Orman Quine, The Roots of Reference (La Salle: Open 
Court, 1974), PP. 52-54; Willard van Orman Quine, “On Multiplying Entities,” in The 
Ways of Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., pp 256-264. 

(2) Storrs McCall, A Model of the Universe: Space-Time, Probability, and Decision (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 214-217; Storrs McCall and E. W. Lowe, “The 
3D/4D Controversy: A Storm in a Teacup,” Nous 40 (2006). 

(3) A. N Prior and Kit Fine, Worlds, Times, and Selves (Amherst: University of Massachusetts 
Press, 1977).
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, The Roots of Reference, op. cit., p. 54.
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Al-Mizān in Iranian Studies

Amir Rida Ashrafi ________________________________________________________________ (165-176)

It is a matter of consensus that the Islamic revolution of Iran is of the most 
important occurrences the country has witnessed, for, under the leadership of 
ʾImām Khomeini, the success of the revolution introduced the best possible 
paradigm of an Islamic system of governance in the modern era. Nonetheless, 
the unabated success of the revolution was not founded exclusively on the efforts 
of the ʾImām or his fellows within the circle of the political revolution, but was 
also established on the efforts of a group of other scholars who hold the banner of 
the scientific development so dear – headed by al-ʿAllāmah Muḥammad Ḥusayn 
aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī. Hence, it is until today that the literature of al-ʿAllāmah is reflected 
upon, reread, and plotted in many studies, books, and contemporary scientific 
activities. 

Key terms: institution; study;  conference; book; dissertation; thesis.
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(Qum: Muʾassasat ʾUm al-Qurā lī-at-Taḥqīq w-an-Nashr, 1418 H.).

_________, ʾUṣūl al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī, trans. ʿAmmar ʾAbū 
Raghīf (Iraq: a;-Muʾassasah al-ʿIrāqiyyah lī-an-Nashr wa-Tawzīʾ). 

_________, ʾUṣūl al-Falsafah, trans. Jaafar as-Subḥānī (Qum: Muʾassasat al-
ʾImām aṣ-Ṣādiq, 1426 H.). 

_________, ʾUsus al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī, trans. Muḥammad ʿAbd 
al-Minʿim al-Khāqānī, 2nd edn. (Beirut: Dār at-Taʿaruf, 1988).

Muḥammad Ḥusayn aṭ-Ṭahrānī, ash-Shams aṣ-Ṣāṭiʿah, trans. ʿAbbās Nūr-ed-
Dīn and ʿAbd ar Raḥīm Mubārak (Dār al-ʾAwliyāʾ, 2008).

  Muḥammad Taqī Muṣbāḥ al-Yazdī, al-Manhaj al-Jadīd fī Taʿlīm al-Falsafah, 
6th edn. (Qum: Muʾassasat an-Nashr al-ʾIslāmi at-Tābiʿah lī-Jamāʿat al-
Mudarrisīn bi-Quma al-Muqaddasah, 1425 H.).

Munīr al-Quṭayfī, ar-Rāfid fī ʿIlm al-ʾUṣūl, Muḥāḍarāt as-Sayyid as-Sistānī, 1st 
edn. (Beirut: Dār al-Muʾarrikh al-ʿArabī, 1994).

Riḍā aṣ-Ṣadr, al-Falsafah al-ʿUlyā (Markaz an-Nashr at-Tābiʿ li-Maktab al-
ʾIʿlām al-ʾIslāmī, 1420 H.).

Ṣadr ad-Dīn ash-Shīrāzī, al-Ḥikmah al-Mutaʿāliyah fī al-ʾAsfār al-ʿAqliyyah al-
ʾArbaʿah (Beirut: Dār ʾIḥyāʾ at-Turāth al-ʿArabī).
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Western Philosophy in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s Thought: A Brief Overview of Uṣūl al-
Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī

Mazen al-Mturi ___________________________________________________________________ (145-164)

Upon reflecting on al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s philosophical works, it is 
inevitable to stop by his ʾUṣūl al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī [the Principles 
of Philosophy and the Method of Realism] per se as it represents the most crucial 
pillar in the philosophical tradition of al-ʿAllāmah. It holds true to posit that this 
book is deemed as one of most mature philosophical experiences approaching the 
treatises of western philosophy – those ontological and epistemological, equally 
– imparted with an Islamic breath. The following article, accordingly, introduces 
this book.

Key terms: ʾUṣūl al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī [the Principles of 
Philosophy and the Method of Realism]; the theory of knowledge; realism; 
idealism; ontology; knowledge; accidental faculties.
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Maʿahā bi-Ruʾyā Jadīdah: Mā Hiya al-Falsafah, trans. and preface by Muṭāʿ aṣ-
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The Concept of Happiness in Tafsīr al-Mīzān

Ibrahim Badawi ___________________________________________________________________ (133-144)

Islamic philosophers expounded thoroughly upon the very question of happiness 
inasmuch as it is the ultimate aim the human kind strives to achieve. The study 
of happiness, as such, ramifies into two different courses: (1) the study of the very 
concept of happiness and (2) the study of the ways that lead to happiness per se. 
Yet, al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabṭabāʾī stands as a prominent figure amongst those scholars 
who once attempted to study happiness, introducing one of the most mature 
treatises in this vein through building upon the works of preceding philosophers 
and presenting his very views. 

Key terms: happiness; wretchedness; pleasure; good; faculty; worship; divine 
love.
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Concomitance as Used in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s Doctrinal Paradigm: Methodo logy, 
Basis, and Application

Samir Kheireddin _________________________________________________________________ (101-131)

By and large, it is safe to read the very exegetical experience of al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-
Ṭabṭabāʾī being a systematic, religious approach based on Islamic arguments. 
The exegesis of the Qurʾān through the Qurʾān per se is none other than a 
manifestation of this very systematic understanding through which aṭ-Ṭabṭabāʾī 
seeks to, both, embrace the constituents of the scripture and disclose the 
details thereof that bring about an understanding of, according to al-ʿAllāmah, 
the ultimate Qurʾānic message. Aṭ-Ṭabṭabāʾī, in this regard, draws on many a 
method, the most prominent of which is deduction through logical concomitance 
(talāzum) in order to preserve a systematic doctrinal pattern through which the 
crucial questions are organized rather than being at variance with one another. aṭ-
Ṭabṭabāʾī’s method is based on principles that draw on the concomitance between 
the concomitant (lāzim) and that which is concomitant upon it (malzūm) as 
being final causes of one another. That’s why; it is hard to break the bond of 
concomitance, rendering it more authentic in terms of doctrinal establishment 
than the likes thereof. The scripture per se is not the unique standard for 
establishing instances of concomitance, for one fails not to notice the role of 
man himself as a pivotal intermediary in these instances. Albeit it rules human 
reason, absolute objectivity should not simply be acquiesced to. Rather, the living 
human experience should be called upon in order to reveal the real bond existing 
between the two elements of concomitance. Only then will acquiescence become 
an enlightened act of faith that discloses what was shut off within the text toward 
an affluent knowledge that fades not.   

Key Terms: Deduction through concomitance; concomitance; instances of 
concomitance; methods; Tafsīr al-Mīzān.
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Language, Speech, and Thought in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī and their Role in 
Understanding the Qurʾān

Ahmad Majed _______________________________________________________________________ (73-100)

The intellectual works of al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī have provoked many a 
question that speak to the modern world and trace answers for many questions 
that include questions on language per se and the role it plays in understanding 
the scripture. That is why, it is deemed crucial to reflect on al-ʿAllāmah’s view 
on the very question of language and the thereof nature and origin, to, then, 
expound upon his view on the relation between speech and intellect, reaching 
to an applied, crucial stance on the relation between the Qurʾān, language, and 
intellect. We, thus, aim at shedding light on the importance of this subject and the 
profound implications thereof on many issues. 

Key terms: al-Mīzān fī Tafsīr al-Qurʾān; intellect; language; speech; the Qurʾān; 
De Saussure.
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Man’s General Characteristics: aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s Perspective

Hasan Badran _________________________________________________________________________ (55-71)

aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s understanding of man is manifested through his contribution to 
tracing out a system of values that takes into account the sensible contingents to 
reestablish the very connection with the world of the Unseen. The contingents, 
qua contingents, are none other than instruments underlying ontological truths. 
They stand not as an ultimate aim as such. Therefore, al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī 
often leads us to explore what lies beyond such contingents that once singled 
out from the origin thereof might lead to the reduction of the human truth unto 
the empirical or absolute, nominal dimension, which alludes to a vicious circle 
whereby the contingents are idolized, drifting from their original aims towards 
nihilistic behaviors that connote abandon, takfīr, as well as the eclipse of the 
human identity. Accordingly, it is instrumental to reread the human entity in light 
of the anthropology of the soul and self in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī, as it is crucial to bring 
about an understanding of the process of man in the levels of his ontological and 
teleological dimensions. 

Key terms: human; soul; creation; command; contingents; soul; knowledge.
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 ‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s Footnote to Mulla Sadra’s Proof of the Sincere

Muhammad Legenhausen __________________________________________________________ (35-54)

‘Allamah Tabataba’i may be considered the father of contemporary Iranian Islamic 
philosophy. Among his most important contributions to Islamic philosophy 
are the footnotes he made while editing Mulla Sadra’s Asfar. One of the most 
often cited of these notes pertains to a proof for the existence of God, called the 
burhan al-sidiqin (proof of the sincere). In this note, ‘Allamah suggests a version 
of the proof that makes use of the term waqi’iyah (reality) in addition to the 
more customary wujud (existence). This paper begins with the examination of 
‘Allamah’s footnote; and then considers how the basic idea could be defended 
against some hypothetical criticisms. For this purpose, Quine is introduced as a 
foil and virtual critic of ‘Allamah.

Key terms: burhan al-sidiqin (proof of the sincere); ‘ayniyah (the sense of being 
fully determinate and objective); waqi’iyah (reality); wujud (existence); Quine; 
naturalism.
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Servanthood: A Degree of Being and an Epistemologica l System
(A Reading of aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s Ideas)

Shafik Jaradi _____________________________________________________________________________ (9-34)

By and large, there is a correlation among the three Arabic terms of “al-ʿabd” 
(the servant), “al-ʿubūdiyyah” (servanthood), and “al-ʿibādah” (worship), one that 
surpasses their common linguistic root and goes beyond their close connotations, 
namely, as the point of convergence of all these three terms is, by definition, the 
very human self. The very concept of “al-ʿubūdiyyah,” then, holds a great power 
that has access to the elements of religious activity on the levels of, both, individual 
behaviors and the universal consciousness of the religious community, let alone 
its centrality in understanding the religious discourse that is based on the duality 
of “God and Man.” It is not a secret that man being at the very status of “al-ʿabd” 
from this perspective – where al-ʿubūdiyyah in this sense connotes not slavery – is 
provocative of the other discourse, often dubbed humanistic or enlightened. Such 
a discourse unabatedly returns to the question of the human presence in light of 
the absolute divine sustenance to which religious systems ultimately go back to – 
monotheistic versions of which, at least. This dispute inevitably comes up upon 
discussing the question of “freedom,” along with questions of “individualism,” 
“independence,” and “selfhood” in all their complexities. The scope of this 
polemic is not restricted to those intellectual currents that look differently at the 
role religion plays in the human life. It rather stretches out to the monotheistic 
approach itself. This is manifestly obvious in the theological dialogue on the 
centrality of “ʾIbn ʾAllāh” (the Son of God) in Christianity vis-à-vis “ʿAbd ʾAllāh” 
(the servant of God) in Islam which characterizes the unique daily Islamic rituals 
and practices, precisely by means of the act of professing belief.

Key terms: al-‘Ubūdiyyah (servanthood); al-ʿAbd (the servant); al-ʿIbādah 
(worship); freedom; islamic mysticism; as-Salafiyyah; christian theology; 
Tafsīr al-Mīzān.
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with the concept of happiness, presenting the most prominent arguments 
in this vein, and concluding with aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s approach. Badawi 
ramifies his research into two different courses: the first being the study 
of the concept of happiness itself, while the second discusses the ways that 
lead to happiness.

Mazen al-Mturi then outlines a succinct reading of aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s 
Uṣūl al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wāqiʿī (The Principles of Philosophy and 
the Method of Realism), whereby he summarizes the main ideas presented 
in every chapter, deeming this book a foundation in understanding of 
western philosophy in the school of aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī. The final paper by Amir 
Rida Ashrafi presents a bibliographical study that plots the most crucial 
scientific achievements presented in Iran on al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī 
himself or on his al-Mīzān fī Tafsīr al-Qurʾān in conferences, books, and 
publications, among others. 

All praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds

Hussein Saalouk
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al-Mahajja then attempts, in the current issue, to reexamine the 
fundamental principles of al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s school of thought, 
aiming at rereading the very concept of  self in order to establish an original, 
personified Islamic identity. The theme of identity goes hand in hand 
with that of culture and its role in building up the self, and in particular 
the kind of culture al-ʿAllāmah established. Verily, he singled out tawḥīd 
(monotheism) as the pivotal point of all his arguments, considering the 
Qurʾān as the basis upon which all his other scholarly arguments were 
built. Such a reexamination is one that we gravely need today.

We must note that in the forthcoming issues, al-Mahajja will set out 
to publish scholarly papers that fall within the framework of the same 
intellectual project plotted above, whereby scholars will attempt to build 
a systematic structure of al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s school of thought 
based on his Nihāyat al-Ḥikmah. As such, the current issue will serve as 
an introductory step within an extensive scholarly project that al-Mahajja 
will tackle in its coming issues.

The Issue 

Shafik Jaradi commences the issue by introducing a foundational 
approach to the concept of al-ʿubūdiyyah (servanthood) in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī, in 
which the “servant”, man, is seen as a manifestation of the truth of divine 
subsistence, putting forth a theoretical system of values based on the 
concept of ʿibādah in Islam. Muhammad Legenhausen then proceeds from 
the footnote of aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī on The Proof of the Sincere (Burhān aṣ-Ṣiddīqīn) 
as put forth by Mullā Ṣadrā in al-ʾAsfār, whereby al-ʿAllāmah argued for 
the fundamentality of reality to undermine the arguments deployed by 
naturalists, personified in the arguments of Willard Quine.

In his attempt to reread the human entity in light of the anthropology 
of the soul and the self in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī, Hasan Badran reflects upon 
aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s understanding of man through the lens of the sensible 
contingents – including their underlying ontological truths – as put forth 
by al-ʿAllāmah himself. Ahmad Majed then investigates the question of 
knowledge and the essence thereof in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī, aiming at plotting 
the relation between language and knowledge and anchoring the relation 
between the Qurʾān, language, and the intellect. 

Samir Kheiriddin studies the deductive, doctrinal method of aṭ-
Ṭabāṭabāʾī, which is primarily based on concomitance. In his paper, 
Kheiriddin expounds upon the characteristics of this concomitance and 
its application within doctrinal questions. As for Ibrahim Badawi, he deals 
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among others. In addition, he also proved that real religious understanding 
cannot become truly productive and respond to the recent concerns of the 
human intellect unless it comes to know the wide breadth of philosophical 
claims; thereby, he brought the two fields back to a state of harmony.  

It is unjust, however, to limit the intellectual efforts of al-ʿAllāmah 
to this domain, for he worked within many a field, going beyond merely 
undermining such alien arguments. aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī played a prominent role 
in reconstructing the Islamic vision of God, man, and the universe through 
his contributions to different fields of religious and intellectual sciences, 
to say nothing of his scholarly achievements that are known to anyone 
versed in the field. al-ʿAllāmah established a new methodology for the 
exegesis of the Qurʾān, taking the ayāt (verses) of the Quran themselves 
as a point of departure to interpret the scripture. Along these lines, aṭ-
Ṭabāṭabāʾī also attempted to reintroduce new fundamental principles unto 
Mullā Ṣadrā’s philosophical system, such as his work on the contingent 
perceptions (idrākāt iʿtibāriyyah) and the epistemology of knowledge, 
among others. He also set out to establish a doctrinal paradigm based on 
axioms whose elements rely on deduction through logical concomitance 
(talāzum). al-ʿAllāmah, moreover, penned essays on Islamic mysticism 
and wilāyah, which consider man a pillar in the context of his relation 
with the Absolute, in addition to aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s research on history and 
sīrah. 

Accordingly, al-ʿAllāmah was a distinguished scholar amongst all other 
scholars of his time, for his school of thought is based on unique features. 
aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī was an encyclopedic scholar, who worked on philosophy, 
ʿaqāʾid, uṣūl, and ḥadīth. He was also experienced in the sciences of the 
Qurʾān and exegesis, sīrah and historiography, among other different 
disciplines. al-ʿAllāmah wrote extensively on each of the aforementioned 
fields. He used to reconsider all the minute detail of the arguments, focusing 
upon the essence thereof without being distracted by mere superficialities. 
Moreover, aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī was characterized by his novelty and pioneering 
spirit, for he put forth new approaches to all scholarly questions, opening 
new intellectual horizons that were not discovered by any scholar prior to 
him. He also revitalized the concept of the fundamentality of humanity, as 
man, in aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s philosophy and thought, was made an essence on 
which secondary inquiries are based, and through which ideas take shape 
and discussions occur. Finally, al-ʿAllāmah was objective and realistic, as 
most of his philosophical, doctrinal, or other conclusions rely on objective 
principles, i.e. axioms. In other words, aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī’s postulates conform 
to their external parallels, i.e. they correspond to reality and are one and 
the same with it, be it external or mental or otherwise.    
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EDITORIAL

 

Throughout the 21st century, the Islamic world has witnessed a unique 
intellectual movement, one that is characterized by the openness of 
Shia seminaries (ḥawzāt) toward rival Arab or Western intellectual 
spheres. Such an openness was the natural consequence of the invasion 
of materialist and nonreligious schools of thought of the heart of the 
intellectual arena within the Islamic world. This was due to certain politico-
historical circumstances that cannot be expanded on here. However, this 
transformation had pernicious consequences on the very structure of the 
Islamic community, prompting some teachers at the seminaries to defend 
the teachings of the religion vis-à-vis the theoretical arguments of these 
schools. This effort required the pioneers of this movement to hold fast 
to both the Islamic intellectual foundations provided by the seminaries 
as well as the principle of ijtihād, which opens up new scholarly horizons 
before intellectuals who would thus aspire to engage in new fields and 
disciplines of thought, imparted with an original, visionary breath. 

However, the attempts of this very group of scholars were met with 
the criticisms of other scholars from within the Islamic sphere itself. It is 
indeed dangerous to posit that philosophy depends on the arguments of 
religion, any religion, in a way that eclipses the vitality of philosophy as 
such, and limits its purpose of contemplating existence. However, this is 
still less dangerous than positing that philosophy and the topics thereof 
are extrinsic to religion, deforming its face and truth and depriving it of 
its holiness and divine hue. Of course, the pioneers of the aforementioned 
movement had to counter both currents. 

If one is to plot the most prominent figures of this movement, they 
would inevitably single out al-ʿAllāmah aṭ-Ṭabāṭabāʾī for the pivotal 
role he played in that vein. al-ʿAllāmah had emerged at a time (1) when 
philosophy tended to eliminate what is religious within it, particularly in 
the Islamic world, and (2) when religious seminaries set out to ostracize 
anyone who found interest in philosophy. It is within this atmosphere that 
al-ʿAllāmah sought to reconstruct the Islamic and philosophical intellect, 
proving (or at least attempting to prove) that philosophy cannot respond 
to a reality that is divorced from metaphysics and its concomitants, 
including the themes of al-ghayb (the unseen), intuition, and witnessing, 
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