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(1) Willard Van Orman Quine, Word and Object (Cambridge: MIT, 1960), 244f.
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Willard Van Orman Quine, “On What There Is, in From a Logical Point of View (New
York: Harper and Row, 1963), pp. 1-2. [ 1]
(3) Ibid., pp. 1-19.
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(1) Robert Merrihew Adams, Finite and Infinite Goods: A Framework for Ethics (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 15-28.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “Three Grades of Modal Involvement,” in The Ways of
Paradox and Other Essays, revised and enlarged edition (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 1976), pp. 158-175

(2) [Translator’s note]: See Harold Noonan, Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Kripke and
Naming and Necessity (New York: Routledge, 2013), p. 41:
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “The Scope and Language of Science,” in The Ways of
Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., p. 232.

(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Things and Their Place in Theories,” in Theories and
Things (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981), p. 21.

(3) Willard Van Orman Quine, Word and Object, op. cit., p. 22.

(4) Ibid., p. 161.

(5) Willard van Orman Quine, “On Mental Entities,” in The Ways of Paradox and Other
Essays, op. cit., p. 225.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “The Scope and Language of Science;,” in The Ways of
Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., p. 229.

(2) Tony Brueckner, “Brains in a Vat,” The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Winter 2004
Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL= <http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2004/
entries/brain-vat/>.

(3) Hilary Putnam, Reason, Truth and History (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1981).
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(1) William P. Alston, A Realist Conception of Truth (Ithaca: Cornell, 1996), p. 18.
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(1) Muhammad Legenhausen, “Ibn Sina’s Arguments Against God being a Substance;” in
Substance and Attribute: Western and Islamic Traditions in Dialogue, Christian Kanzian
and Muhammad Legenhausen, eds. (Frankfurt: Ontos Verlag, 2007).

(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Speaking of Objects,” in Ontological Relativity and Other
Essays (New York: Columbia University Press, 1969), pp. 1-25.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “On the Individuation of Attributes,” in Theories and Things,
op. cit.
(2) Willard van Orman Quine, “Speaking of Objects,” op. cit., p. 24.
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(1) Willard van Orman Quine, “Things and Their Places in Theories,” in Theories and
Things, op. cit; Willard van Orman Quine, The Roots of Reference (La Salle: Open
Court, 1974), PP. 52-54; Willard van Orman Quine, “On Multiplying Entities,” in The
Ways of Paradox and Other Essays, op. cit., pp 256-264.

(2) Storrs McCall, A Model of the Universe: Space-Time, Probability, and Decision (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 214-217; Storrs McCall and E. W. Lowe, “The
3D/4D Controversy: A Storm in a Teacup,” Nous 40 (2006).

(3) A.N Prior and Kit Fine, Worlds, Times, and Selves (Amherst: University of Massachusetts
Press, 1977).
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Al-Mizan in Iranian Studies

Amir Rida Ashrafi (165-176)

It is a matter of consensus that the Islamic revolution of Iran is of the most
important occurrences the country has witnessed, for, under the leadership of
Imam Khomeini, the success of the revolution introduced the best possible
paradigm of an Islamic system of governance in the modern era. Nonetheless,
the unabated success of the revolution was not founded exclusively on the efforts
of the ’Imam or his fellows within the circle of the political revolution, but was
also established on the efforts of a group of other scholars who hold the banner of
the scientific development so dear — headed by al-‘Allamah Muhammad Husayn
at-Tabataba’l. Hence, it is until today that the literature of al-‘Allamabh is reflected
upon, reread, and plotted in many studies, books, and contemporary scientific
activities.

Key terms: institution; study; conference; book; dissertation; thesis.
References

Farrakh Rahimi, Dirdsat al-’Intajat al-Ilmiyyah al-Muta‘alliqah bi-Mu’allafat
al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’t w-"Afkarih (ISC).
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(Qum: Mu’assasat "Um al-Qura li-at-Tahqiq w-an-Nashr, 1418 H.).

, 'Usil al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Wagqii, trans. ‘Ammar *Abu
Raghif (Iraq: a;-Mu’assasah al-‘Iraqiyyah li-an-Nashr wa-TawzD).

, "Usul al-Falsafah, trans. Jaafar as-Subhani (Qum: Mu’assasat al-

Imam as-Sadiq, 1426 H.).

, "Usus al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Waqi, trans. Muhammad ‘Abd
al-Min‘im al-Khaqani, 2™ edn. (Beirut: Dar at-Ta‘aruf, 1988).

Muhammad Husayn at-Tahrani, ash-Shams as-Sati‘ah, trans. ‘Abbas Nar-ed-
Din and ‘Abd ar Rahim Mubarak (Dar al-’Awliya’, 2008).

Muhammad Taqi Musbah al-Yazdi, al-Manhaj al-Jadid fi Talim al-Falsafah,
6" edn. (Qum: Mu’assasat an-Nashr al-’Islami at-Tabi‘ah li-Jama‘at al-
Mudarrisin bi-Quma al-Muqaddasah, 1425 H.).

Munir al-Qutayfi, ar-Rafid fi Tlm al-"Usil, Muhdadarat as-Sayyid as-Sistani, 1%
edn. (Beirut: Dar al-Mu’arrikh al-Arabi, 1994).

Rida as-Sadr, al-Falsafah al-‘Ulya (Markaz an-Nashr at-Tabi‘ li-Maktab al-
’Ilam al-’Islami, 1420 H.).

Sadr ad-Din ash-Shirazi, al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah fi al-’Asfar al-‘Aqliyyah al-
"Arba‘ah (Beirut: Dar °Thya’ at-Turath al-‘Arabi).
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Western Philosophy in at-Tabataba’’’s Thought: A Brief Overview of Usil al-
Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Waqi‘i

Mazen al-Mturi (145-164)

Upon reflecting on al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’'s philosophical works, it is
inevitable to stop by his "Usual al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Waqi‘7 [the Principles
of Philosophy and the Method of Realism] per se as it represents the most crucial
pillar in the philosophical tradition of al-‘Allamah. It holds true to posit that this
book is deemed as one of most mature philosophical experiences approaching the
treatises of western philosophy - those ontological and epistemological, equally
- imparted with an Islamic breath. The following article, accordingly, introduces

this book.

Key terms: °Usil al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Waqi7 [the Principles of
Philosophy and the Method of Realism]; the theory of knowledge; realism;
idealism; ontology; knowledge; accidental faculties.

References
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at-Tatbigiyyah, 2" edn. (Dar al-Figh li-at-Tiba‘ah w-an-Nashr, 1426 H.).

, Magalat ‘Traqiyyah, Maqalat wa-Buhith fi al-Fikr w-ad-Din w-al-
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G. Deleuze and F. Guattari, al-"Ittijah al-Mu‘asir fi Ta'rif al-Falsafah wa-Ta‘ati
Ma‘aha bi-Ru’ya Jadidah: Ma Hiya al-Falsafah, trans. and preface by Muta“ as-
Safadi (Beirut: Maekaz al-’Inma’ al-Qawmi-al-Yanska, 1997).

Majmii‘at Rasd’il al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’t (Risalat al-T'tibarat), commentary
by Sheikh Musbah ar-Rabii, 1 edn. (Qum: Makatbat Fadak li-'Thya’ ar-

Turath, 1428 H.).

Muhammad Baqir as-Sadr, al-Usus al-Mantigiyyah li-al-’Istigra’, 2™ edn.
(Qum: al-Mu’tamar al-‘Alami li-al-Imam ash-Shahid as-Sadr, 1426 H.).

Muhammad Husayn at-Tabataba’i, Risalat at-Tashayu® fi al-‘Alam al-Mu‘asir
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The Concept of Happiness in Tafsir al-Mizan
Ibrahim Badawi (133-144)

Islamic philosophers expounded thoroughly upon the very question of happiness
inasmuch as it is the ultimate aim the human kind strives to achieve. The study
of happiness, as such, ramifies into two different courses: (1) the study of the very
concept of happiness and (2) the study of the ways that lead to happiness per se.
Yet, al-‘Allamah at-Tabtaba’i stands as a prominent figure amongst those scholars
who once attempted to study happiness, introducing one of the most mature
treatises in this vein through building upon the works of preceding philosophers
and presenting his very views.

Key terms: happiness; wretchedness; pleasure; good; faculty; worship; divine
love.
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Concomitance as Used in at-Tabataba’’’s Doctrinal Paradigm: Methodology,
Basis, and Application

Samir Kheireddin (101-131)

By and large, it is safe to read the very exegetical experience of al-‘Allamah at-
Tabtaba’l being a systematic, religious approach based on Islamic arguments.
The exegesis of the Quran through the Qur’an per se is none other than a
manifestation of this very systematic understanding through which at-Tabtaba’i
seeks to, both, embrace the constituents of the scripture and disclose the
details thereof that bring about an understanding of, according to al-‘Allamabh,
the ultimate Qur’anic message. At-Tabtaba’i, in this regard, draws on many a
method, the most prominent of which is deduction through logical concomitance
(talazum) in order to preserve a systematic doctrinal pattern through which the
crucial questions are organized rather than being at variance with one another. at-
Tabtaba’Ts method is based on principles that draw on the concomitance between
the concomitant (lazim) and that which is concomitant upon it (malzim) as
being final causes of one another. That's why; it is hard to break the bond of
concomitance, rendering it more authentic in terms of doctrinal establishment
than the likes thereof. The scripture per se is not the unique standard for
establishing instances of concomitance, for one fails not to notice the role of
man himself as a pivotal intermediary in these instances. Albeit it rules human
reason, absolute objectivity should not simply be acquiesced to. Rather, the living
human experience should be called upon in order to reveal the real bond existing
between the two elements of concomitance. Only then will acquiescence become
an enlightened act of faith that discloses what was shut off within the text toward
an affluent knowledge that fades not.

Key Terms: Deduction through concomitance; concomitance; instances of
concomitance; methods; Tafsir al-Mizan.
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Language, Speech, and Thought in at-Tabataba’i and their Role in
Understanding the Qur’an

Ahmad Majed (73-100)

The intellectual works of al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’i have provoked many a
question that speak to the modern world and trace answers for many questions
that include questions on language per se and the role it plays in understanding
the scripture. That is why, it is deemed crucial to reflect on al-‘Allamah’s view
on the very question of language and the thereof nature and origin, to, then,
expound upon his view on the relation between speech and intellect, reaching
to an applied, crucial stance on the relation between the Qur’an, language, and
intellect. We, thus, aim at shedding light on the importance of this subject and the
profound implications thereof on many issues.

Key terms: al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an; intellect; language; speech; the Qur’an;
De Saussure.
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Man’s General Characteristics: at-Tabataba’T’s Perspective

Hasan Badran (55-71)

at-Tabataba’Ts understanding of man is manifested through his contribution to
tracing out a system of values that takes into account the sensible contingents to
reestablish the very connection with the world of the Unseen. The contingents,
qua contingents, are none other than instruments underlying ontological truths.
They stand not as an ultimate aim as such. Therefore, al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’i
often leads us to explore what lies beyond such contingents that once singled
out from the origin thereof might lead to the reduction of the human truth unto
the empirical or absolute, nominal dimension, which alludes to a vicious circle
whereby the contingents are idolized, drifting from their original aims towards
nihilistic behaviors that connote abandon, takfir, as well as the eclipse of the
human identity. Accordingly, it is instrumental to reread the human entity in light
of the anthropology of the soul and self in at-Tabataba’i, as it is crucial to bring
about an understanding of the process of man in the levels of his ontological and
teleological dimensions.

Key terms: human; soul; creation; command; contingents; soul; knowledge.
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‘Allamah Tabataba’i’s Footnote to Mulla Sadra’s Proof of the Sincere

Muhammad Legenhausen (35-54)

‘Allamah Tabataba’i may be considered the father of contemporary Iranian Islamic
philosophy. Among his most important contributions to Islamic philosophy
are the footnotes he made while editing Mulla Sadra’s Asfar. One of the most
often cited of these notes pertains to a proof for the existence of God, called the
burhan al-sidigin (proof of the sincere). In this note, ‘Allamah suggests a version
of the proof that makes use of the term wagi’iyah (reality) in addition to the
more customary wujud (existence). This paper begins with the examination of
‘Allamah’s footnote; and then considers how the basic idea could be defended
against some hypothetical criticisms. For this purpose, Quine is introduced as a
foil and virtual critic of ‘Allamah.

Key terms: burhan al-sidiqin (proof of the sincere); ayniyah (the sense of being
fully determinate and objective); wagi’iyah (reality); wujud (existence); Quine;
naturalism.
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Servanthood: A Degree of Being and an Epistemological System
(A Reading of at-Tabataba’r’s Ideas)

Shafik Jaradi (9-34)

By and large, there is a correlation among the three Arabic terms of “al-‘abd”
(the servant), “al-‘ubidiyyah” (servanthood), and “al-‘ibadah” (worship), one that
surpasses their common linguistic root and goes beyond their close connotations,
namely, as the point of convergence of all these three terms is, by definition, the
very human self. The very concept of “al-‘ubidiyyah,” then, holds a great power
that has access to the elements of religious activity on the levels of, both, individual
behaviors and the universal consciousness of the religious community, let alone
its centrality in understanding the religious discourse that is based on the duality
of “God and Man? It is not a secret that man being at the very status of “al-‘abd”
from this perspective — where al- ‘ubnidiyyah in this sense connotes not slavery - is
provocative of the other discourse, often dubbed humanistic or enlightened. Such
a discourse unabatedly returns to the question of the human presence in light of
the absolute divine sustenance to which religious systems ultimately go back to —
monotheistic versions of which, at least. This dispute inevitably comes up upon
discussing the question of “freedom,” along with questions of “individualism,”
“independence;,” and “selthood” in all their complexities. The scope of this
polemic is not restricted to those intellectual currents that look differently at the
role religion plays in the human life. It rather stretches out to the monotheistic
approach itself. This is manifestly obvious in the theological dialogue on the
centrality of “Ibn °Allah” (the Son of God) in Christianity vis-a-vis “Abd "Allah”
(the servant of God) in Islam which characterizes the unique daily Islamic rituals
and practices, precisely by means of the act of professing belief.

Key terms: al-‘Ubudiyyah (servanthood); al-‘Abd (the servant); al-‘Ibadah
(worship); freedom; islamic mysticism; as-Salafiyyah; christian theology;
Tafsir al-Mizan.
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with the concept of happiness, presenting the most prominent arguments
in this vein, and concluding with at-Tabataba’ls approach. Badawi
ramifies his research into two different courses: the first being the study
of the concept of happiness itself, while the second discusses the ways that
lead to happiness.

Mazen al-Mturi then outlines a succinct reading of at-Tabataba'Ts
Usul al-Falsafah w-al-Manhaj al-Waqi‘7 (The Principles of Philosophy and
the Method of Realism), whereby he summarizes the main ideas presented
in every chapter, deeming this book a foundation in understanding of
western philosophy in the school of at-Tabataba’i. The final paper by Amir
Rida Ashrafi presents a bibliographical study that plots the most crucial
scientific achievements presented in Iran on al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’t
himself or on his al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an in conferences, books, and
publications, among others.

All praise be to God, the Lord of all the worlds

Hussein Saalouk
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al-Mahajja then attempts, in the current issue, to reexamine the
fundamental principles of al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’Ts school of thought,
aiming at rereading the very concept of selfin order to establish an original,
personified Islamic identity. The theme of identity goes hand in hand
with that of culture and its role in building up the self, and in particular
the kind of culture al-‘Allamah established. Verily, he singled out tawhid
(monotheism) as the pivotal point of all his arguments, considering the
Qur’an as the basis upon which all his other scholarly arguments were
built. Such a reexamination is one that we gravely need today.

We must note that in the forthcoming issues, al-Mahajja will set out
to publish scholarly papers that fall within the framework of the same
intellectual project plotted above, whereby scholars will attempt to build
a systematic structure of al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’Ts school of thought
based on his Nihayat al-Hikmah. As such, the current issue will serve as
an introductory step within an extensive scholarly project that al-Mahajja
will tackle in its coming issues.

The Issue

Shafik Jaradi commences the issue by introducing a foundational
approach to the concept of al-‘ubidiyyah (servanthood) in at-Tabataba’i, in
which the “servant”, man, is seen as a manifestation of the truth of divine
subsistence, putting forth a theoretical system of values based on the
concept of ibadah in Islam. Muhammad Legenhausen then proceeds from
the footnote of at-Tabataba’i on The Proof of the Sincere (Burhan as-Siddigin)
as put forth by Mulla Sadra in al-’Asfar, whereby al-‘Allamah argued for
the fundamentality of reality to undermine the arguments deployed by
naturalists, personified in the arguments of Willard Quine.

In his attempt to reread the human entity in light of the anthropology
of the soul and the self in at-Tabataba’i, Hasan Badran reflects upon
at-Tabataba’Ts understanding of man through the lens of the sensible
contingents - including their underlying ontological truths - as put forth
by al-‘Allamah himself. Ahmad Majed then investigates the question of
knowledge and the essence thereof in at-Tabataba’i, aiming at plotting
the relation between language and knowledge and anchoring the relation
between the Qur’an, language, and the intellect.

Samir Kheiriddin studies the deductive, doctrinal method of at-
Tabataba’i, which is primarily based on concomitance. In his paper,
Kheiriddin expounds upon the characteristics of this concomitance and
its application within doctrinal questions. As for Ibrahim Badawi, he deals
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among others. In addition, he also proved that real religious understanding
cannot become truly productive and respond to the recent concerns of the
human intellect unless it comes to know the wide breadth of philosophical
claims; thereby, he brought the two fields back to a state of harmony.

It is unjust, however, to limit the intellectual efforts of al-‘Allamah
to this domain, for he worked within many a field, going beyond merely
undermining such alien arguments. at-Tabataba’i played a prominent role
in reconstructing the Islamic vision of God, man, and the universe through
his contributions to different fields of religious and intellectual sciences,
to say nothing of his scholarly achievements that are known to anyone
versed in the field. al-‘Allamah established a new methodology for the
exegesis of the Qur’an, taking the ayat (verses) of the Quran themselves
as a point of departure to interpret the scripture. Along these lines, at-
Tabataba’i also attempted to reintroduce new fundamental principles unto
Mulla Sadras philosophical system, such as his work on the contingent
perceptions (idrakat i‘tibariyyah) and the epistemology of knowledge,
among others. He also set out to establish a doctrinal paradigm based on
axioms whose elements rely on deduction through logical concomitance
(talazum). al-‘Allamah, moreover, penned essays on Islamic mysticism
and wildyah, which consider man a pillar in the context of his relation
with the Absolute, in addition to at-Tabataba’Ts research on history and
sirah.

Accordingly, al-‘Allamah was a distinguished scholar amongst all other
scholars of his time, for his school of thought is based on unique features.
at-Tabataba’l was an encyclopedic scholar, who worked on philosophy,
‘aqa’id, usil, and hadith. He was also experienced in the sciences of the
Quran and exegesis, sirah and historiography, among other different
disciplines. al-‘Allamah wrote extensively on each of the aforementioned
fields. He used to reconsider all the minute detail of the arguments, focusing
upon the essence thereof without being distracted by mere superficialities.
Moreover, at-Tabataba’l was characterized by his novelty and pioneering
spirit, for he put forth new approaches to all scholarly questions, opening
new intellectual horizons that were not discovered by any scholar prior to
him. He also revitalized the concept of the fundamentality of humanity, as
man, in at-Tabataba’Ts philosophy and thought, was made an essence on
which secondary inquiries are based, and through which ideas take shape
and discussions occur. Finally, al-‘Allamah was objective and realistic, as
most of his philosophical, doctrinal, or other conclusions rely on objective
principles, i.e. axioms. In other words, at-Tabataba’Ts postulates conform
to their external parallels, i.e. they correspond to reality and are one and
the same with it, be it external or mental or otherwise.
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Throughout the 21st century, the Islamic world has witnessed a unique
intellectual movement, one that is characterized by the openness of
Shia seminaries (hawzat) toward rival Arab or Western intellectual
spheres. Such an openness was the natural consequence of the invasion
of materialist and nonreligious schools of thought of the heart of the
intellectual arena within the Islamic world. This was due to certain politico-
historical circumstances that cannot be expanded on here. However, this
transformation had pernicious consequences on the very structure of the
Islamic community, prompting some teachers at the seminaries to defend
the teachings of the religion vis-a-vis the theoretical arguments of these
schools. This effort required the pioneers of this movement to hold fast
to both the Islamic intellectual foundations provided by the seminaries
as well as the principle of ijtihad, which opens up new scholarly horizons
before intellectuals who would thus aspire to engage in new fields and
disciplines of thought, imparted with an original, visionary breath.

However, the attempts of this very group of scholars were met with
the criticisms of other scholars from within the Islamic sphere itself. It is
indeed dangerous to posit that philosophy depends on the arguments of
religion, any religion, in a way that eclipses the vitality of philosophy as
such, and limits its purpose of contemplating existence. However, this is
still less dangerous than positing that philosophy and the topics thereof
are extrinsic to religion, deforming its face and truth and depriving it of
its holiness and divine hue. Of course, the pioneers of the aforementioned
movement had to counter both currents.

If one is to plot the most prominent figures of this movement, they
would inevitably single out al-‘Allamah at-Tabataba’i for the pivotal
role he played in that vein. al-‘Allamah had emerged at a time (1) when
philosophy tended to eliminate what is religious within it, particularly in
the Islamic world, and (2) when religious seminaries set out to ostracize
anyone who found interest in philosophy. It is within this atmosphere that
al-‘Allamah sought to reconstruct the Islamic and philosophical intellect,
proving (or at least attempting to prove) that philosophy cannot respond
to a reality that is divorced from metaphysics and its concomitants,
including the themes of al-ghayb (the unseen), intuition, and witnessing,
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