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S. H. Nasr, Science and Civilization in Islam (Cambridge: Harvard Univérsity Press, 1964),
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(London: Islamic Texts Society, 2003).
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S. H. Nasr (ed.), Philosophy, Literature, and Fine Arts (Hodder and Stoughton, 1982).
See also: S. H. Nasr in Conversation with Muzaffar Igbal, Islam, Science, Muslims, and
Technology (Al-Qalam Publishing, 2007).
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Ziauddin Sarder, Arguments for Islamic Science (Aligarh, 1985); “Islamic Science or
Science in Islamic Polity”, Pakistan Studies, volume 2, (1984), pp. 3-16; and Islamic
Futures: The Shape of Ideas to Come (London: Mansell, 1985).
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Wagqer Ahmed Hosseini, Islamic Science and Public Policies: Lessons from History
of Science (Kuala Lumpur: Indianapolis, 1986); and Islamic Environmental Systems
Engineering (London, 1980),
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S. H. Nasr, Man and Nature (ABC International Group, 1997); and Nasr, Religion and
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Clear of themselves. Q)]
Distinct. )
Rene Descartes, The Philosophical works of Descartes, Translated by Elizabeth S. (¥)
Haldane, C.H., LL.D. and G.R.T. Ross, M.A., D. Phil (New York: published by the
syndics of the Cambridge university press, 1931), volume I, Meditation 2, p. 15; ibid,
Meditation 5, pp. 180- 181; Also see: Frederick S.J. Copleston, A History of Philosophy
(New York and London: An image book Doubleday, 1960 -1985), volume 4, pp. 108-
109.
The Philosophical works of Descartes, op. cit., Meditation 3, p. 170, and Principle 2, (£)
p. 222.
30 o SIS 105) Oledans liantadily 8 QB smdid 535 (b psle ¢ 15 sl el il caysall (0)
Bl 2l (VYR8 (o)) e (:Lnl YT

The Philosophical works of Descartes, op. cit., Meditation 3, pp. 170-171. )
.Ml"h” M‘ (Gl yhas Olads Q|MJJ\_9;..J,'& ¢bj.~.l.;}bj 6)kaf)lﬁ L)lé.';\ LJ.l}a.U )
Universal Consent. A

John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human understanding, Edited with An (4)
Introduction, Critical apparatus and Glossary by Peter H. Nidd itch (Oxford at the
Clarendon Press, Great Britain. 1979), Book I, Ch. 2, p. 49.

Conscience. )
An Essay Concerning Human understanding, op. cit., Ch. 3, 7, p. 70. (QR))
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Goodness of God. )
An Essay Concerning Human understanding, op. cit., Ch. 4, 12, pp. 90 - 91. M
Ibib, Book 1, Ch 2, Ch 4, pp. 48-102. D)
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Ibid, p. 181. )
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Philosophy and The Mirror of Nature, op. cit., p. 318. M
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The Signification of Rhythm in Shi‘i Latmiyyah and Sufi Dance
Ghada Zagrubah (189-195)

The notion of “rhythm” is closely entwined to the locational identity of the self. It
is an attribute of quiddity that is twinned to the self very much like the “where”
is twinned to it. Now man, inasmuch as he is a spatial being, he is essentially
a rhythmic being—a rhythm that (1) necessitates the existence of dimensions,
planes, and spaces, and (2) establishes a relation between body and motion
(harakah). Motion as such is not merely a physical act. Rather, it transcends
this physicality to become what makes the being a being per se, whereby in the
absence of movement he ceases to be. The presence of the soul in the body—even
if the latter lacks physical motion—is but a motional presence. In a word, life
is but a motion of the spirit in the body and motion, at its core, is a rhythmic
act. The signification of rhythm in Shi‘i Latmiyyah and Sufi dance acquires
two dimensions: the conceptual dimension (the concept of rhythm) and that
of signification, which we set out to delineate in the two examples of Mawlawi
Sufi dance and ShiT Latmiyyah. By so doing, we attempt at plotting the deep
significations of being (al-kayniina) that is deliberately excluded in Arabic culture
for ideological and doctrinal reasons.

Keywords: Rhythm; Body; Balance; Space; ShiT Latmiyyah; Mawlawi Dance;
Memory; Bringing to conception (conceptualization).

‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-‘Ayyadi, YIga‘at wa ’Istishkalat fi Falsafat al-’Ithbat, 1st edn.
(Tunis: Maktabat ‘Al@’iddine, 2013).

G. Deleuze et G. Félix, Capitalisme et schizophrénie 2: Mille plateaux (Paris:
Editions de Minuit, 1980).

P. Sartre, LEtre et le néant (Paris: Editions de Gallimard, 1945).
Yahanna ‘Aqiqi, “Ar-Ramziyyah at-Tajawuziyyah fi Matham ar-Rags ‘ind

Mawlana Jalal ad-Din ar-Rami,’ Majallat ad-Dirasat al-’Adabiyyah fi-th-
Thaqafatayn al-‘Arabiyyah w-al-Farisiyyah wa-Tafa‘uluhuma 7-8 (Beirut:

Lebanese University, 2003).
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The Problem of the Future of Philosophy: Philosophy as Conversation in
Richard Rorty

Batoul al-Khansa (177-188)

Moved by his deep feeling of the dilemma of philosophy, along with its future
problems amid the profession of philosophy itself, Rorty encouraged philosophers
(1) to test the legitimacy of the epistemic systems that they deploy, and (2) to
fathom that philosophy, in light of the dilemmas it essentially inherited from
modern Western philosophy in its variant forms, is headed to its end.

Hermeneutics under Rorty’s skin instigates that relations among different
forms of dialectical discourse are very much like entwined threads in a potential
conversation—one that entails the absence of paradigmatic matrix that connects
speakers together, where hope in reaching at a consensus does not fade as long
as conversation is maintained, even if there was no prior or common ground that
brings the speakers together.

Keywords: Richard Rorty; Future of Philosophy; Epistemology; Reason;
Hermeneutics; Philosophy of Language; Conversation.

R. Rorty, al-Falsafah wa Mirat at-Tabiah, trans. Haydar ’Ismail, 1% edn’
(Beirut :al-Munazzamah al-‘Arabiyyah li-t-Tarjamah, 2009).

, Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity (Cambridge University Press,
1989).

, Philosophy and Social Hope (New York: Penguin, 2000).

, Philosophy and The Mirror of Nature (New Jersey: Princeton,
1979).
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The Association of Humanities with Human Will rather than Sciences and
Conceptual Matters

In Conversation Dr. Hamid Parsania (159-174)

Trans. Mohammad Termos

The myriad disciplines of the humanities still languish thanks to the severe
ramifications of positivism that emerged in their realm, which not only affected
their methods and the ways through which they put forth theories and notions,
but also made the human—the center of these concerns—a mere natural, fixed
and dry subject, whose pattern of actions is predetermined, and whose destiny by
implication, becomes easy to draw on his behalf. Yet, Islamic philosophy did not
succumb to this odious state, nor its ensuing developments, which it strived to
reject. Accordingly, we are entitled to ask: how could this sort of epistemological
quest exclude its subject matter—the very human who bestows upon it its very
name, legitimacy, and impetus to move forward, differentiating it from other
sciences?

Keywords: Production of Religious Knowledge; Humanities; Extrapolated
Concepts; Accidents; Human Will; Reason; Theoretical Intellect.
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The Opinions of Iranian Thinkers on Religious Science

Hussein Suzanchi (133-156)

Trans. Mohammad Termos

This paper delineates the opinions of Iranian thinkers on religious science. The
opponents of religious science, such as proponents of empiricism, urge for the
separation of science from religion. Conversely, those who support religious
science maintain that there is a possibility to establish harmony and consistency
between modern sciences, on the one hand, and the religious viewpoint, on the
other, which was later called “the Islamization of sciences” that strives to bring
about a science that takes human rationalism seriously, while turning deeply and
seriously towards the teachings of revelation.

Keywords: Religious Science; Revelation; Knowledge; Reason; Scripture.
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Three Thoughts on the Methodology of Islamic Science
Adel Peyghami (125-132)

Trans. Mohammad Termos

Classical definitions conclude that “the subject matter of every science deals with
its essential properties.” This was followed by a quest for what distinguishes one
science from the other with regards to their subject matters, as though we are
dealing with an ontological notion that draws the frontiers that separate sciences.
However, with the paradigm shift that saw matters switching from existential
to epistemological research, one can no longer only consider “the subject of
the science,” which faded into the background in favor of the question of the
“research” itself. In an age replete with the question of identities, from individuals,
to nations, to literature, etc., it is also legitimate to ask about “the identity of
science” and its ramifications, particularly if that science was painted with human
and universal values.

Keywords: Islamic Science; Modern Science; Methodologies of Modern
Science; Methodology of Islamic Science; Islamic Humanities; Science of
Islamic Science.
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The Production of Islamic Humanities:
The Challenges and Hindrances of the Transformation of Humanities

Mas‘ud Mu‘ini Pour (113-124)

Trans. Mohammad Termos

The problem of the so-called “Islamization of humanities” is not only a matter of
epistemology, as it probes into the question of identity and the tendency to take
an adversarial position with others (let alone overshadowing them). Not only do
Muslim thinkers judge the methodologies and results of the sciences developed
mostly in the West, but also, most importantly, their uneasiness towards them
pushes them to consider reproducing them locally or using processes more
familiar to them. Islamization entails a sense of estrangement from sciences that
pretend to be human and universal. In essence, it represents a counter claim that
this particular attribute of “human” lacks what Islam bridges and completes.
This Islamization holds another aspect as well, as it offers a form of resistance
to Western hegemony in its material and intellectual aspects. Similar to other
projects of resistance and revival, Islamization has confronted a plethora of
challenges and hindrances, aided by some prospects, to the extent that studying
these challenges prior to confronting them has become itself a key duty..

Keywords: Islamic Humanities; Western Humanities; Production of Islamic
Humanities; Speculative Wisdom; Practical Wisdom; Weltanschauung
(Worldview); Hindrances to the Production of Islamic Humanities.
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Islamization of Sciences in Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Misbah al-Yazdi

Hasan Amhaz (93-110)

Trans. Mohammad Termos

Sheikh al-Misbah laid out a number of ways key to the Islamization of sciences.
At first, one beings with revising the foundations of the sciences; second, one
draws on revelation to seek what sciences can be made religious; and thirdly,
one embraces the Islamic axiological system in an effort to gradually Islamize
sciences, such as economy.

Sheikh al-Misbah puts forth several stages for Islamization, which start with
general and universal theorization that brings about a practical plan, followed by
the preparation of cultural and scientific fields, and that thrives towards preparing
sound university and hawzah (seminary) scholars, in an effort to arrive at that
the government’s adaptation of the project, drawing up specific budgets for such
a project.

Keywords: the Islamization of Sciences; Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Misbah al-
Yazdi; Religion; Revelation; Science; Humanities; Natural Sciences.
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The Methodology of Primordial Sciences
Ahmad Abu Turabi (67-92)

Trans. Ibrahim Bashir

Western Philosophers, and some scholars of Islam, were concerned with the
ways of outlining matters related to fifrah (primordial nature). For Descartes,
for instance, clarity and distinctiveness are both indicative of the primordiality
of things. John Locke, however, takes general consensus as the sign thereof;
while others adopted other signs, such as ethical consciousness (or the ethical
conscience) or whatever is causative of the descent of divine mercy and Rida.
Muslim scholars observed four ways to determine the primordiality of things: the
epistemic-historic, the rational, the intuitive, and the traditional (nagqli). Besides
the results put forth by Muslim scholars and Western philosophers, this study,
i.e. the ways to determine the primordiality of things, is still in need of further
investigation.

Keywords: Primordial Sciences; Primordial Tendency; Primordial Harmony;
Methodology; Descartes; Locke; Scholars of Islam.
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The Methodology of Humanities from the Prism of Islam
Hamid Parsania (55-66)

Trans. Ibrahim Bashir

Methodology itself precedes in rank the science of methodologies. While
the former hints at the way of study that maintains sound transition towards
results, the primary subject of the latter is determined in light of philosophical
foundations, ontological theories, and epistemological principals that the
researcher believes in.

Now, in Islamic methodology—which is essentially a result of philosophies
and premises that speak about man and the world, the methodology of thinking
accedes to a specific, epistemic framework that demarcates the objective principles
and foundations of a given topic.

Parsa Nia holds that knowledge is based on understanding, and coupled
with human will, it imparts the humanities with great authority. That said, we
are entitled to put forth a methodology in epistemology and ontology by using
reason, tradition (nagql), revelation, intuition, and experience, not to mention
other theories and methodologies specific to certain topics.

Keywords: Founding Methodology; Practical Methodology; Premises; Existing
Foundation; Islamic Philosophy; Theory Production.
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Islam and the Problem of Modern Science

Hussein Nasr (41-53)

Trans. Mohammad Ali Jaradi

The Islamic intellectual tradition possesses all the intellectual and philosophical
tools necessary to establish a relation between modern science, technology, and
Islamic thought and their distinctiveness. The Islamization of knowledge could not
but be built upon criticism and evaluation and at times refusal of some elements
of sciences in an effort to embrace their outcomes to the world of Islamic thought.

The experiments being now carried out in the field of the Islamization of
knowledge, the creation of science curricula for schools, reactions to modern
science and even careful steps to create an Islamic science must all be encouraged
and permitted to continue in an open atmosphere of debate and honest discussion.

There are some who reduce the problem to only its ethical dimension and
believe that if only modern science were to be studied and developed in a society
where the Shariah is applied fully, there would be no problem at all. Others wish
to apply the juridical methods of the Shariah to the study of science. Yet others
speak of tawhid in a rationalistic manner, which would embrace the existing
scientific view of the universe. And still others search within the traditional
Quranic commentaries and the whole Islamic scientific tradition, whose
worldview is rooted in the Qurian, for an alternative paradigm, and intellectual
tools with which to criticize the philosophical foundations of modern science.
All of these groups as well as others must be allowed to debate and discuss the
momentous issues at hand.

Keywords: Modern Science; Religion; the West; Technology; Islamic Science;
the Islamization of Knowledge; Secularism.
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Of Modern Sciences and their Normativeness

Hasan Badran (25-40)

The Islamization of sciences hints at the rationalization of sciences through
religion and in light of al-Hagqq, al-Fitrah (primordial nature), righteousness,
justice, freedom, and ‘ubudiyyah (servitude), and in conformity with what has
been settled in the minds of human beings and firmly grounded in their fitrah,
besides the urge for considering the worldly benefits of man in tandem with
his righteousness (salah) in the hereafter. That said, the conformity of modern
sciences with sound human fifrah and the demand for real happiness are key
to whether one accepts or repudiates these sciences, while paying heed to their
specificities—whether in humanities or in natural or religious sciences—in terms
of methodologies or subjects.

Keywords: Modern Sciences; the Islamization of Sciences; Islamic Sciences;
Humanities; Natural Sciences; Truth; al-fitrah (primordial nature); Happiness.
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The Epistemic Paradigm and the Production of Sciences

Ahmad Majed (11-24)

The epistemic paradigm is different from the epistemic system, for it controls
the latter and leads it so that it may confirm. While the paradigm remains fixed,
the system develops as a result of the evolution of sciences and methods. If the
two—the paradigm and the system—are severed, sciences would then turn into
standalone aims. In so doing, the paradigm loses its effectiveness. The quest for
and the definition of this element presents an important point of departure in
understanding the consequences of thought and the future of the human cultures,
as they turn into a universal identity rather than being mere generalizations.

Keywords: Cognitive Paradigm; Science; Knowledge; Aristotle; al-Tirmidhi;
al-Farabi; Existence.
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The third section offers a conversation with Dr. Hamid Parsania on the
relationship between humanities and human will, rather than the former’s
relationship with conceptual matters and sciences, addressing the questions of the
production of religious knowledge and humanities.

In the “Papers and Studies” section, Batoul al-Khansa speaks about the
problem of the future of philosophy insofar as it is a kind of conversation a la
Richard Rorty, who presents hermeneutics as relations between different forms
of theological discourse that maintain hope for agreement and establish common
ground between speakers.

The second paper by Ghada Zaqruba studies, from outside the religious
prism and Sharia, the significance of rhythm in Shi‘a Latmiyyahs and Sufi dance,
inasmuch as they imply philosophical, existential considerations that ponder on
the echo of beings in existence, in light of the relation between body and space,
on the one hand, and body, memory and conceptualization, on the other.

All Praise be to God, the Lord of All the Worlds
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defining this presents us with an important point of departure in understanding
the consequences of thought and the future of human cultures. Along these lines,
Hasan Badran defines in his study the standards that delineate the acceptance
of modern sciences that conform to the human fitrah and the demand for real
happiness.

Hussein Nasr, however, suggests that the “Islamization of science” faces a
serious problem in reconciling the premises held by modern sciences, on the
one hand, and Islamic intellectual tradition, on the other, in an effort to establish
an alternate paradigm with intellectual tools that allow for the debunking of the
philosophical foundations of modern science.

In the fourth paper, Hamid Parsania puts forth a number of definitions that
aim to demarcate the suitable methodology of humanities from the standpoint of
Islam, which he calls the foundational methodology, a way to formulate theories
using Islamic givens in epistemology and ontology

Ahmad Abu Turabi, in studying the methodology of fitri knowledge,
presents the opinions of some Muslim and Western philosophers on the truth
of that which is fitri, its distinctiveness, and how to prove this distinctiveness
through knowledge by presence (‘ilm huduari), rational evidence, experience, as
well as scripture.

The Issue’s Special ends with a paper by Hasan Amhaz that examines the view
of Sheikh Muhammad Taqi Misbah al-Yazdi on the Islamization of humanities
and its different stages.

The Seminar section includes three papers presented at a symposium held
by the Sapiential Knowledge Institute in 2014: In the first, Mas‘ud Mu‘ini Pour
addresses the challenges and hindrances that face the transformation of humanities.
Mu‘ini Pour considers that Islamization entails a sense of estrangement of
sciences that claim to be human and universal. And because Islamization in itself
presents a sort of resistance to Western materialistic hegemony, it is confronted
by a plethora of challenges and hindrances.

In the second paper, Adel Peyghami studies three issues concerning the
methodology of Islamic science; the first concerns the types of knowledge, the
second the study of the methodology of any science, while the third suggests that
Islamic humanities, very much like most modern sciences, are not unsophisticated
or founded upon a single premise.

Moreover, Hussein Suzanchi presents in his paper, “the opinions of Iranian
thinkers on religious science”, where both opponents and proponents of religious
science stand vis-a-vis the subject, tablishing harmony between them.
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EDITORIAL

For some, speaking about the Islamization of sciences might either hint at
Ideologizing knowledge, or necessitates the acknowledgment of the centrality of
human or empirical sciences in academic or social life at large.

Certainly, secular trends have replaced theological or religious knowledge
with sciences replete with the so-called “humanist” inclination. The aim was to
bridge the gap that was a result of the declaration of the death of god and the
end of religion; however, the revivalist movements witnessed in the Islamic world
suggested once again a return to religion through the gate of “Islam,” and as such
reset the compass toward the importance of religion in the life of man.

This movement faced a serious societal and impasse: general human
consciousness, despite being compatible with religion, has little to do with the
output of academic and educational institutions; an output rooted in knowledge,
values, and epistemic, philosophical and cultural methodologies that do not
speak or relate to religious conscience. Accordingly, the problem of the relation
between Islam and knowledge, and also sciences, took up an especially critical
and practical position.

Thus, the issue of the Islamization of knowledge and sciences discloses
a cultural and societal need preceding any ideological consideration. Also, the
Islamic position has long been concerned with reviewing the relation between
faith and knowledge on the one hand, and Shari‘ah, values and thought, on
the other. All that said, studying the epistemic complementarity between Islam
and the humanities — as seen in some circles in Iran—, or the relation between
sciences and their epistemic Islamization in the wide circles of Arab intellectuals
affiliated with the “International Institute of Islamic Thought” deserves further
investigation at variant levels, whether descriptive, dialectic, comparative or
foundational—and that is what we will discuss in this issue of al-Mahajjah.

The Issue
The papers of this issue fall into four sections.

The Issue’s Special, titled “Religious Science and the Areas of Humanism”
includes six papers, and commences with Ahmad Majed’s paper on the meaning
of the epistemic paradigm and its relation to the production of sciences— as
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In the Name of Allah,
the All-beneficent, the All-merciful

Al-Mahajja |
Issue 33 (2019)

Book mahajja 33.indb 224 9/18/19 1:32 PM



